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by Anna Porter & 
Samantha Raible

     On March 8 Pennsylvania Gover-
nor Tom Corbett gave his annual bud-
get address. This address delivered the 
news that public school administra-
tors and educators across the state had 
feared -- signifi cant cuts to education 
were being made. Shaler Area school 
district is now faced with a $2 million 
defi cit, as school board offi cials search 
for a solution to this problem. 
    Superintendent Dr. Donald Lee had 
been aware that this “day of reckon-
ing” was coming. “We had an inkling 
it was happening, but we didn’t know 
the exact numbers,” he said. “We knew 
something bad was coming, we just 
didn’t know how bad.”
     Because of Shaler’s high enrollment 
rate and relatively moderate wealth, 
the district will see approximately a $2 
million less in its 2011-12 budget com-
pared to this year’s. There were many 
expenses that fi ltered in to this $2 mil-
lion loss. One of the largest was charter 
school tuition. Each year, Shaler pays 

about $1 million dollars in order to send 
kids to charter and cyber schools. The 
school had been promised a $250,000 
reimbursement for these expenses.
     However, now with budget cuts be-
ing made the school will not be receiv-
ing that money.  Along with charter 
school funds, Basic Education Funds 
(BEF) has been taken away.  This was 
government funded money that went 
out to each school district based on its 
size and wealth; each school district re-
ceived the same amount each year.  
     In order to make up for this lost 
amount, Shaler administration is try-
ing to fi nd areas where it can cut back.  
28 teachers and 10 support personnel 
are retiring this year, and a majority of 
them will not be replaced.
     Dr. Lee made a proposal to the 
school board this past Monday which 
called for only replacing 7 of the retir-
ing teachers in the district.
     “We’re looking at the retirees posi-
tions and hopefully that if we can elim-
inate some of them, but not all of them, 
we will be able to balance the budget 
and no individual person will lose their 

job,” Dr. Lee said. 
     Replacing one teacher would save 
the district approximately $30,000. 
However, if that teacher’s position is 
not replaced, the district would then 
save around $100,000. If all 27 teach-
ers who are retiring are replaced, the 
school would save approximately 
$800,000.     Before the state budget 
had been revealed, administrators be-
lieved that this would be enough mon-
ey to cover lost funds. Unfortunately, 
now that is not the case.
     According to Governor Corbett, 
“we all must be prepared to tighten our 
belts.” This tightening will not only af-
fect education, but sports and activities 
as well. Dr. Lee has asked each depart-
ment to reduce its spending by 10-15% 
compared to previous years.
     “When Dr. Lee and I met, we dis-
cussed cutting back on the number of 
clubs we offer, the number of intramu-
ral sessions, eliminating the uniform 
budget, and we looked at overlapping 
positions,” Activities director Mrs. 
Mindy Thiel said.
     Athletics director, Mr. Paul Holz-

shu, commented, “[Athletics] will be 
affected in two major areas; fi rst it will 
be affected in the monetary values of 
our budget.  I’ve been asked to look 
at a reduction of about 10% in equip-
ment and supplies. And secondly, there 
is a strong likelihood that maybe some 
supplemental coaching positions may 
be temporarily unavailable to us,” he 
said. “This district feels that athletics 
is still a vital part of the education pro-
cess at all levels.”
      A last resort would be to raise taxes. 
By law, the district can raise taxes by 
half a mill, however, that would only 
generate $750,000.  
     By June 30th, the proposed budget 
from Governor Corbett will be decided.  
However, this will not be a one year or-
deal; the impact will last for years to 
come.
     “I think it’s several years that we are 
going to have to plan,” Charles Ben-
nett, the Director of Business Affairs, 
said. “We’re going to be very diligent. 
It’s very easy to add but it’s so hard to 
subtract. We are going to have to be 
very careful as the year unfolds.”

FBLA members compete at conference
by Amity Hudak

     On April 4-6th, six Shaler Area High School students trav-
elled to Hershey, Pennsylvania to compete in the Pennsylva-
nia Leadership Conference as 
a part of the Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA). 
One student, senior Melissa 
Dorow qualifi ed to compete 
in the national competition 
which will take place in Or-
lando, Florida. 
     “Melissa competed in the 
Sports Management section. 
She and the other competitors 
in the fi eld all took a test. The 
top 10 scorers were called on 
to states. All of the students 
were then lined up on the stage 
and they began to start reading 
down the list of the names of 
those who scored 10th, 9th, 8th, 
etc on the test,” FBLA advisor 
Mr. Ron McAdams said. “The list was being read down and 
Melissa was up there for a very long time. It got down to 
the point that fi rst place was between her and another girl. It 
turned out that Melissa got second place. The top three scor-
ers then qualify for the national competition.”
     McAdams had high hopes for all competitors, but Dorow 
was not expecting to place so high.
     “I was surprised to be in the fi nal two considering how 
little I prepared for the event. I was also really excited to 
hear that I qualifi ed for nationals because it was so unex-
pected,” Dorow said. 
     These six students achieved the ability to compete in the 
state competition through their impressive performance in 
the Regional Leadership Competition, which took place in 
December. At Hershey, there were well over 4,000 students 
competing. The top three students in each category qualify 

for the national competition. 
     “Everyone did a great job, but it was especially nice to see 
Melissa place so high in the competition and get that recog-
nition for herself and for the school as well. Since it was a 

statewide compe-
tition, there were 
plenty of schools 
I had never even 
heard of and I’m 
sure they’ve never 
heard of us either,” 
McAdams stated.
      Within the three 
short days the stu-
dents were gone, 
there was plenty 
for them to do and 
they were all ex-
tremely busy.
     “We shared 
a bus with Pine 
Richland students 

that were going on 
to compete in the competition as well. Monday and Tuesday 
were the competition days. Also, there were a lot of work-
shops going on that provided presentations and a great guest 
speaker to all students,” McAdams said. “We were very busy 
the whole time and there wasn’t much down time. Since we 
were in Hershey, on Monday before the competition began 
we went on a tour of Chocolate World. On the fi nal day, after 
the lengthy awards ceremony there was a dance for the kids, 
which was extremely nice.”
      This was the fi rst year that the FBLA had been orga-
nized in a few years. There was a great amount of success 
generated from it. The member’s and Dorrow’s success is 
impressive. The Pennsylvania Leadership Conference was 
a success for the Future Business Leaders of America mem-
bers of Shaler Area High School.

School district trying to deal with budget crisis

FBLA Members who competed in states (Mr. McAdams)

School 
aids Japan

by Holly Doerfl er

On March 11, an earthquake struck 
the coast of Japan with an amaz-
ing strength. It left people shaking 
long after it was over. Soon after the 
quake, 30-foot waves began forming 
and washing away buildings, homes, 
and the lives of innocent people.  
  The 2nd fl oor GATE offi ce came up 
with many ideas. “The Great Poké-
mon Race,” put together by Matt 
Kinol, raised a total of $375 dollars. 
    “I severely underestimated how 
generous people were. We thought 
we’d need a gimmick to raise mon-
ey but I was surprised with the 
outright generosity,” Kinol said. 
     “Students spent a lot of time bak-
ing, making bookmarks, and rais-
ing money. It is amazing to know 
that our school came together to 
help people from another country. 
This is further proof of how great 
Shaler really is,” Ms. Hilary Do-
mencic, 2nd fl oor gate teacher, said. 
      Additionally, the Art Honors Soci-
ety designed bookmarks to sell, while 
the Japanese Honors Society held a 
bake sale during lunches. Another 
collection that was taken was the 
buckets that were taken from class 
to class during 9th period, which stu-
dents could give money to.
The total of that collec-
tions was $2,455.   
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by Kelsey Meehan

What’s more important: English or Econ?
Gaul: English, undoubtedly. Anyone who considers econ to be a science is just 
kidding themselves. English is the ability to have ideas and to be able to express 
those ideas.
Anke: I can appreciate the value of English, 
but econ is essential. For seniors who have 
taken twelve years of English, that one year 
of econ is imperative. 
What is the biggest problem our country is 
currently facing, in your opinion?
Gaul: We’ve generally lost the ability to listen 
to each other. People with different opinions 
don’t seem like they can even get along. It’s 
indicative that we only want our own ideas to 
be heard and that we don’t want to grow.
Anke: The sense of entitlement that every-
one seems to have. People expect that they 
should just have things given to them without 
work. Equal opportunity does not mean equal 
outcome.
If you could enact one rule into the high 
school, what would it be?
Gaul: It wouldn’t be a new rule, but the school 
needs a coffee shop. It would have to be big enough to have class in it. It would 
be so much cooler to have AP class with coffee.
Anke: No whining. 
If you could change one thing about the Constitution, what would it be?
Gaul: It’s too easy to say the 2nd Amendment, isn’t it? Actually, I’d change the 
drinking age. I believe that it’s more important for teens to learn to drink respon-
sibly than to make it into a “you’ll turn into a frog if you touch it” type of thing.
Anke: I would make sure it was enforced. Actually, I would enact stricter word-
ing of the Commerce Clause so that it couldn’t be used to justify big government 
activity. 

How do you feel about Mr. Anke’s alma mater, PITT?
Gaul: I’ve had way too many really good students go there for me to really knock 
it down. Now Duquesne, on the other hand…
How do you feel about Mr. Gaul’s alma mater, Northwestern?
Anke: Well, it’s in Chicago. Everything that comes out of Chicago is perfect and 
wonderful. (WINK)

How do you feel about the Pirates? Win-
ning season this year?
Gaul: I’m a diehard fan. They’ve signifi cant-
ly improved, but they can improve signifi -
cantly and still be pretty awful. 
Anke: I hope that they’ll do well, but they’ve 
broken my heart too many times to invest 
anything in them. I feel like a dog that’s been 
beaten too many times.
In your opinion, what college has the best 
fi ght song?
Gaul: University of Wisconsin’s “On Wis-
consin”
Anke: Notre Dame. It’s just very easily rec-
ognized. I do like Hail To Pitt, though, es-
pecially when it’s sung as P-I-T-T, P-I-T-T, 
Penn State Sucks. 
Hypothetically, if you were in a fi stfi ght 

against each other, who would win?
Gaul: Me, defi nitely. He presents more of a target and I’m sneaky. This would 
probably have been a better question for both of us about fi fteen years ago.
Anke: Me. I have the reach on him. It would never happen though.
Who would win in a fi ght, Sarah Palin or Hillary Clinton?
Gaul: Hillary. You don’t mess with her. I mean, if Sarah could bring her moose 
gun, that might tip the odds a bit…there’s actually a hell of a lot more chance of 
this fi ght ever happening than the fi stfi ght between Anke and me.  
Anke:  Sarah, defi nitely. Sarah Palin could kill a moose with her bare hands, and 
she probably already has. If Hillary could fi nd a way to use her voice, she could 
probably paralyze Sarah, but I’m going with youth over age for this one. 

by Vince Lamana

 Upon graduation, students think they are ready to 
take on their college life. But how well does Shaler 
Area prepare students for post-high school life? Does 
Shaler really give students the tools they need to suc-
ceed in today’s world? 
 “When I left for school, I thought I was ready and 
prepared for college because of Shaler Area and aca-
demically that was the case. I think that I wasn’t pre-
pared for the amount of work and the expectations of 
the professors,” Shaler 2009 graduate Katie Niebel 
said. 
  However, many of the skills learned in high school 
can be a benefi t in college.
“Now that I’m in college, I realize that everything 
I learned at Shaler I have used again,” Shaler 2009 
graduate Amanda Schutzman said. 
 Although you will still be using high school skills, 
college is a totally different ball game. The biggest 
academic difference is the course load and the expec-
tations. 
 “The closest (experience) I had to a college class 
was AP US History. That was one of the few class-
es I took at Shaler that was comparable to a college 
course,” Shaler 2008 graduate Sam Vecenie said. “Do 

I think there were other students at Ohio State much 
better prepared than I was? Yes, defi nitely.”
 Then how do you prepare students for college? 
 “Shaler students could always use a bigger chal-
lenge, especially academically. Teachers should be 
pushing students to aspire to academic endeavors that 
were once thought impossible to achieve,” Shaler 
2005 graduate and Fulbright Scholar Jerry Dickinson 
said. 
 It is up to the students to make the most out of their 
high school career and make an effort to learn.
 “I think it’s really up to the individual student to 
take classes that are challenging and serve as good 
preparation for college. If you don’t take high school 
seriously, it doesn’t matter what the school district’s 
curriculum is like,” 2006 Shaler graduate Liz Re-
kowski said. “I would have studied more. In high 
school I didn’t really need to study for good grades, 
but in college, no matter how smart you are, studying 
is vital to success.”
 The majority of students that were interviewed did 
note that the curriculum here at Shaler was up to par. 
The responsibility lies with the students and teachers 
here. Many students also said that for the most part, 
Shaler prepared them well for academic college life 
and they didn’t feel inferior to other students in col-

lege.
 They noted that when it comes down to it, it’s up to 
the teachers to execute the curriculum correctly, and 
the students to take an active role in their education. 
It is a two way street: the teachers can do everything 
they can to teach, but without the interest of the stu-
dents, nothing will be produced, and vice versa.
 “A lot of experiences in school, just as in life, are 
what you make of it. Although there are plenty of 
teachers at Shaler who are willing to point students 
in the right direction, there are others who are there 
simply to earn a paycheck,” Dickinson said. 
 Even with that proper help, college is entirely dif-
ferent than high school. There is only so much Shaler 
can do to prepare you. Shaler can’t tell you to get up 
every morning; Shaler can’t teach you to do laundry 
or cook. 
 “College is a completely different world than high 
school. You are in charge and you are the one who 
ultimately makes sure things are done. Time manage-
ment is key because you don’t have to ask mom and 
dad’s permission to go places or hangout with your 
friends. You also have to make time for meals and 
laundry and everything else you need to get done on 
top of your schoolwork,” Niebel said. “You have to 
grow up.”

Teacher Th rowdown: Gaul vs. Anke
Literature and Economics teachers go head-to-head in an effort to display their differences

Shaler alumni refl ect on their high school experiences 

Mr. Gaul and Mr. Anke face off (Kelsey Meehan)
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by Stephen Kimpel

 As spring is here and the college search is 
winding down for many high school seniors, one 
Shaler Area student has set herself apart in her 
future college education. Next year senior Kari 
Nogacek will be taking her talent and hard work 
to Annapolis, Maryland after being accepted to 
the United States Naval Academy. 
 This is no mere acceptance into a university. 
According to collegeboard.com the US Naval 
Academy only accepts eight percent of all ap-
plicants. While it is quite an accomplishment for 
Nogacek to be admitted into the Naval Acad-
emy, she has put in a lot of work in order to suc-
ceed. 
 “I stayed involved in sports and tried to make 
my grades as best as I could. I also needed to 
have leadership roles, so I volunteered for po-
sitions in National Honor Society and Spanish 
Honor Society. The academy looks for well-
rounded individuals, so I tried to do a little bit 
of everything as best as I could,” Nogacek re-
sponded. 
 The Naval Academy is turning into a family 
affair for the Nogacek family. Her older sister, a 
Shaler graduate, also went to the Naval Academy. 
 “We were down at the Academy a lot. It almost 
became like a second home for us. I knew that if 
I applied and actually got in the Academy, that is 
the place where I was supposed to go,” Nogacek 
explained.
 Nogacek attributes a great deal of her decision to 
the legacy her older sister has created. 
 “I admired what she was doing. I came to realize 
I could do the same with my life,” she said. 
 Even though Nogacek has familiarity with the 
campus and strong family ties in the Academy, she 
will receive no special treatment while enrolled in 

the college. 
 “For the fi rst eight weeks I have plebe summer, 
which is the Academy’s form of boot camp. After 
that, I go to college for four years, graduate with a 
four-year degree and become an offi cer in the Navy 
or Marines and then serve fi ve years as payback [for 
the education],” Nogacek explained.
Nogacek did not point to the rigorous physical regi-
ment of the Naval Academy as the biggest foreseen 
hardship she will face. 
 “The biggest struggle will defi nitely be leaving 
my family and friends. Everything will be com-
pletely different and will take a while to get used 
to,” Nogacek expressed.

Senior headed to Naval Academy 

Kari Nogacek (Stephen Kimpel)

by Kelsey Meehan

 When Shaler Area junior Frank DiNardo emailed 
WRCT radio station to tell them that he was inter-
ested in helping out around the station, he did not 
expect to end up with his own radio show. However, 
that is exactly what he got. 
 After being trained as a 
DJ by the station and then 
passing an air clearing 
test to prove that he could 
handle being on the air 
by himself, DiNardo was 
presented with two hours 
of air time every Monday 
night; this time became 
the “Super Awesome Ra-
dio Show with Frank Di-
Nardo”. 
 “About 75% of the show 
is music, and the other 25% is mainly me introduc-
ing songs, giving public service announcements, and 
talking about the calendar of events. I play mainly 
independent music. It’s good music that’s not really 
played on mainstream stations,” DiNardo said.
 As a junior in high school with his own radio show, 
DiNardo is certainly making steps toward success. 
Though he does not intend to pursue radio broadcast-
ing in the future, he does hope to study music produc-
tion in college. For now, however, DiNardo is simply 
enjoying having his own air time.
 “I get a lot of free stuff like t-shirts and posters, 
and I also get to meet a lot of different bands. People 
call in to the station a lot too, and surprisingly, I get a 
lot of calls from the jail. They’ll call and say they’re 
calling from Allegheny County Jail and they have a 
song request and a shout out for their friend with a 
really weird nickname. Sometimes the songs are way 
too vulgar for me to play, so I’ll just apologize and 
play another song for them,” DiNardo said.
 DiNardo’s show, which has attracted listeners from 
all over the area and of all ages, is played on WRCT 
Pittsburgh, 88.3 FM. For DiNardo, the show is sim-
ply a way to introduce new, independent music to 
people who are looking for good music not necessar-
ily played on more popular radio stations. 
 “It’s cool because I feel somewhat responsible for 
their success because they were played on my radio 
station. My favorite part of having my own show is 
that I get to play such a vital role in the success of 
some of my favorite bands, and I get to expose really 
good music to a large audience who probably would 
never have really heard it without my show. That’s 
pretty awesome,” DiNardo said. 
 

DiNardo gets 
chance to host     
a radio show

“I get to expose 
really good 
music to a large 
audience who 
probably would 
never have 
heard it without 
my show.”
         
            -- Frank Di Nardo
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Please register at www.chatham.edu/springopenhouse or by calling 800-837-1290

CHATHAM ADVANTAGES

• Test optional admissions policy 

for first-year applicants

• Extensive scholarship program 

that rewards both merit and 

need

• More than three dozen  

academic programs

• Accelerated Graduate Program 

allows students to earn their 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees  

in as few as five years

• Nine neighboring colleges and 

universities (including Carnegie 

Mellon University and the  

University of Pittsburgh) that  

welcome cross registration

• All sophomores have the  

opportunity to study abroad

• New 13-inch MacBook Pro 

computer provided for all first-

year and transfer students 

for use in the classroom and 

throughout our wireless campus

• Eighteen million dollar athletic 

and fitness center

Chatham University

Woodland Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15232

chatham.edu

elebrate Earth Day and learn how you 

can sustain your future at Chatham 

University! We hope you’ll join us for our 

first-ever themed Open House, where we’ll 

have a special focus on sustainability, one 

of Chatham’s core initiatives. 

This Open House is an event tailored to 

meet the needs of high school juniors, but 

all students are welcome to attend. 

• Take a tour of our Shadyside Campus

• See what it’s like to be a Chatham 

student by sitting in on a class

• Enjoy a lunch with current students

• Learn more about our new School of  

Sustainability and the Environment 

• Take part in Fun Earth Day activities

Go green – we are! Students who 

celebrate by wearing green with our  

“staff will be entered in a contest to  

win a $25 Visa gift card!

Thursday, April 21
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
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$25 OFF 
30 Days of  

Unlimited Tanning  

 
McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500

Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.
724.772.4500

Not valid with any other offers or coupons.
Offer expires 06/30/2011. SA Oracle.

2 FREE TANS! 
When you purchase 

4 tans get 2 free! 

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.

724.772.4500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 06/30/2011. SA Oracle.

LIP & BROW WAX 
ONLY $20 
(a $7 savings!) 

Walk in’s welcome ~ Appointments recommended

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.

724.772.4500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 06/30/2011. SA Oracle.

$10 OFF 
A Personalized 
Air Brush Tan 

With valid Student I.D. 

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.

724.772.4500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 06/30/2011. SA Oracle.

FREE CLASS PASS 
This coupon entitles 

you to TWO FREE 
Fitness Classes 

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 06/30/2011. SA Oracle.
One time offer/coupon per customer.

$10 OFF 
 Massage Service or 
Rejuvenating Facial

McKnight Rd. North Hills 412.364.8500
Cranberry Mall Cranberry Twp.

724.772.4500
Not valid with any other offers or coupons.

Offer expires 06/30/2011. SA Oracle.

 
Let The Body Bar  

help you look & feel 
your best with these 

exclusive offers!  

  Speed, agility, power, and a killer outfi t. What, you ask, do all of these com-
bined create? The answer is one fantastic dodgeball team. The fi rst annual dodgeball 
tournament was held last month on March 18 at the high school in gym A.
Samantha Spagnoletti organized this successful event as her senior project, but got 
the idea from a teacher.
  “I was complaining to Mr. Mitchell about not having any ideas for a senior 
project, and he told me how a previous school he worked at had done a dodgeball 
tournament. He said that he’d been trying to get someone to do it for years, and I 

thought it was perfect.”
  With the help of Mr. Mitchell 

and the approval of Principal Mr. 
Timothy Royall, Spagnoletti got to 
work advertising the tournament, or-
dering dodgeballs, signing up teams, 
and getting a permit for the gym. 

  All of Spagnoletti’s work 
paid off. The amount of spectators 
was well beyond what was expected 
and a total of 26 teams participated in 
the tournament with the winning team 
coming out to be team Dunder (Mike 
Powell, Stephen Kimpel, Conor Burke, J.T. Schwartz, and Josh Hetz).

  Each team had to pay $25 to participate as well as each member getting parental permission and a 
waiver signed.

  Twenty fi ve dollars per team, plus general admission for audience members, as well as concession 
stand and the 50/50 profi ts, raised about 1,200 dollars.

  “It was my goal to raise at least a thousand dollars,” Spagnoletti said, “but I thought even that was 
pushing it. To make that much and more, plus seeing everyone who came just to watch, was incredible.”

   All of the money raised went towards Challenger Camp, a camp for special needs children. It costs roughly $66 
per child to attend the camp, and with the money raised about 18 kids are able to go to the camp with no cost to them.
  “My dad is the Shaler Soccer Club President, so he’s the person in charge of the entire Challenger Camp [a special needs soccer camp]. Every year 
since he brought [the camp] to Shaler, I’ve helped out with it. After seeing how much it helps those children, I had to do something to keep it going,” Spag-
noletti said.
For such a small fee everyone had a great time raising money for children. Spagnoletti only hopes that this even turns into a school tradition that lasts many 
years.
   “A junior is just going to have to take control of it. It’s a great way to raise money, and it’s fun, so it’s worth it to keep it going,” Spagnoletti said.

Dodgeball tournament is an instant hit...literally

Team “Dunder” senior player Josh Hetz 
throws a fast ball (Pine Creek Journal)

Junior Troy Sciullo of team “The Disciples of Bill Murray “ hammers the other 
playeres (Pine Creek Journal)

by Taylor Miksic
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by Ben Mulig

 As the spring season is here, the Titan tennis team is back in action. This year, 
it returns some old faces, and brings a lot of new faces into the lineup. After the 
team went winless 
in 2010, they have 
already surpassed 
that number and 
have a record of 
2-5. 
 The Titans 
are made up of 
a strong senior 
group consisting of 
Steve Kimpel, J.T. 
Schwartz, Matt Ni-
tes, and Craig Fee-
han. Also giving a 
strong asset to the 
team are juniors 
Mike Titterington 
and Zack Taylor. 
 About half of the lineup this season consists of players that just fi nished their 
record breaking season on the basketball court. Kimpel, Schwartz, Feehan, Tit-
terington, and Taylor all were a part of the 22-2, section title basketball team in 
the winter. They have decided to join forces again and take the tennis court. “It’s 
a sport that doesn’t interfere with basketball, and we use our athleticism from 
basketball to excel at the game of tennis,” Schwartz explained.

 The boys started off the season strong with a victory over Central Valley at 
home. Although the opening win was shadowed by three straight losses to tough 
section opponents, North Hills, Seneca Valley, and defending state champions 

Butler, the boys are 
still very confi dent 
that they can make 
this season a suc-
cess. 
 “We need to 
win the matches were 
supposed to win, and 
maybe even win 
some matches we 
aren’t supposed to 
win, and this season 
will be a resounding 
success,” Kimpel 
said.
 Head coach 
Mr. Chuck Mura is 

also setting the bar high 
for the rest of the season. 

Mura is one of the most experienced coaches in the league and also coaches the 
girls’ tennis team in the fall.
“We want to make the playoffs. That is our goal. We can be a very good team,” 
Mura said.

Boys’tennis team looks to exceed expectations

Stephen Kimpel returns a volley (JT Schwartz)

Track and fi eld team is 
looking toward successby Ben Mulig

 The Lady Titans 
softball team is ex-
pecting another spec-
tacular season after 
last year, when it 
played in the WPIAL 
championship game 
and a PIAA quarter-
fi nal. With an expe-
rienced cast in the 
infi eld and a new and 
improved outfi eld, the 
Lady Titans set the 
sky as the limit.
 The softball team 
is headed full throttle 
into the 2011 spring 
season with a return-
ing group of playoff 
experienced players. 
The Titans are return-
ing fi ve starters from 
last year including 
star catcher Lauren 
Hackett, pitcher Sydney Smyers, fi rst baseman Jamie Roth, second baseman Jess Vanucci, and 
shortstop Maddie Mulig. 
 The team is also very excited about adding some new faces to the lineup with a brand new out-
fi eld, consisting of a group of twins. Candace and Shelby Tabrosky will share time in left fi eld, 
and Kelly and Nicole Daley will take care of center and right fi eld along with Sarah Geibel seeing 
some time in center as well. Finally, Niki Trimble will start the season at third base. The team also 
welcomes North Catholic transfer Morgan Russo into the lineup. She adds a big bat to the offense 
and will see some time at shortstop. 
 The girls have been one of the most successful teams in the WPIAL in the past 10 years. After 
winning a state championship in 2005, they have received WPIAL silver medals three consecutive 
times since 2007, and a PIAA silver in 2009. 
 “The team has a really good work ethic, and the team is experienced. They are focused, and they 
know what they want,” Head coach Mr. Skip Palmer said. 
 With two games under its belt, Shaler is off to a perfect 4-0 start. They routed Plum 15-0 and 
knocked off defending WPIAL and PIAA champion, Mt. Lebanon, 2-1. 
 “We need better hitting.  The girls played fall ball, and they hit well there, and we will have to 
see how the new 43-foot rule goes. The girls will have a little bit longer to look at the pitches, and 
the pitchers can throw more junk,” Palmer said.

Zack Taylor returns a volley as Mike Titterington looks 
on  (JT Schwartz)

Softball counts on playoff  experience 
to carry them throughout the season

by Stephen Kimpel

 Even though the track teams, both boys and girls, have 
some returning veterans with the likes of Doug Thomp-
son and Val McQuade respectively, both squads are facing 
numerous challenges going into the 2011 spring track and 
fi eld season. 
 Often the struggle of track and fi eld in the quad-A sys-
tem is the actual battle of the numbers as the team contests 
with baseball, softball, girls and boys lacrosse, and boys 
tennis. 
 “There aren’t many boys that came out this year, so in 
some events we aren’t so strong, but in others there is 
much potential to do great,” senior Sarah Cook stated. 
However in this season it appears as if the struggle of at-
tendance is not only a struggle against other spring sports, 
but also against injuries. Several track and fi eld athletes 
from the previous seasons are unable to compete because 
of injury.
 “We have a lot of girls who have been injured recently. 
That is probably our biggest struggle. Girls like Sarah 
Polito, Rebecca Wakely and Taylor Grosjean are injured 
and they are very valuable to the team,” sprint specialist 
Taylor Miksic responded.
 Even with the loss in talented athletes, the track team 
has improved some previously impressive talent in to top 
level competition through the winter track program. 
“Audrey Schreiber has really done well so far and watch-
ing her place fourth at indoor states was great! I’m very 
happy for her great accomplishment… With so many new 
girls that have a ton of potential coming out to the team,  
I hope that they continue to work hard every day and fi nd 
success in their events,” Cook expressed.
 One thing that is different from previous seasons is the 
level of team camaraderie that has been created already in 
this 2011 season.
 “This track team is special because, even though every-
one does different events, we are a team and it’s nice to see 
that pretty much everyone is friends with everyone,” Cook 
explained.

With a impressive record of two section wins, the Titans are hungry for more

Lauren Hackett makes a play vs. Mt. Lebanon last year.
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by Vince Lamanna

 Performing subpar for the be-
ginning of the season, the boys 
lacrosse team is off to a slow 
start. The team remains winless 
in their fi rst fi ve games, scoring 
20 goals. 
 “It’s frustrating not being 
able to play like we want to. We 
know that we are better than 
this but we need to regroup and 
focus on winning,” senior Zach 
Nellis said.
 Last year’s statistics didn’t 
exactly predict a strong year 
this season. The Titans were 
18th in the WPIAL, with a 7-8 
record. They placed fourth in 
their division and were 5-3 in 
conference play. The Titans 
haven’t won a game since they beat Taylor 
Allderdice in April of last year.  
 “Last season wasn’t what we had hoped for. 
We are looking to go further into the playoffs 

than last season, but it’s 
going to be tough,” Se-
nior Dom Deltondo said.
The Titans are currently 
7th in their division, and 
26th in the conference. 
With 12 goals for, and 54 
goals against, the boys 
are quickly falling out of 
a playoff race. 
 Their next game is 
Tomorow , against Tay-
lor Allderdice at home. 
Entering Shaler 0-1, the 
Dragons are coming off 
a big 5-10 loss against 
Greensburg Central 
Catholic. Allderdice has 
won only one game this 
season and looks to capi-
talize on the recent play 
of the Titans.  

 “We need to work hard and concentrate on 
our game. We’re going to take one game at a 
time and play as a team,” senior Jon Monahan 
said.

Boys lacrosse remains winless

Senior Zach Nellis powers around an op-
posing defender (Yahoo.com)

by Shelby Tabrosky

 The boys varsity volleyball team is having a tough time 
recovering from the loss of three valuable seniors from last 
years team, but four players have stepped up to the net to take 
over.
 “The challenge this team faces is the inexperience at the 
varsity level. We have people who have never played varsity 
volleyball and not caught up to the game,” head coach Jim 
Nicola said.
 Seniors Alex Kulwik, Clay Couts, Devon Goyak, and junior 
Jeff Schmidt are four key players on the team. They help keep 
the team’s head held high after, for example, the fi rst loss of 
the season to North Allegheny. 
 “As a team we need to build chemistry and not put ourselves 
down,” senior captain Kulwik said.
 The team started off its season with a tournament at North 
Allegheny. 
 “We improved well as a team during the day. A few injuries 
may have hindered results in the win/loss columns, but every 
team starts somewhere,” Kulwik said.
 The team has a lot of new seniors who came out to try the 
sport for the fi rst time, which made Nicola happy, but he said 
that it is hard to pick up the sport in a year. There are many 
underclassmen as well to help contribute to this year’s team.
 In addition, the players are looking forward to future games, 
because they know they will grow stronger the more they 
play. 
 “We are a team with not a lot of experience, but we are a 
talented team. If we all play our best each game, there’s noth-
ing we can’t do,” Kulwik said.
 Before each game, Nicola talks to the team about goals to 
set. That way, the team can look to improve their goals and 
get a win.
 “We just need to set some goals like the number of blocks, 
serves, etc.,” Nicola said.
 Schmidt is looking forward to all the new faces to proceed 
in success in the future.The team faces match-ups with not 
only North Allegheny, but also Seneca Valley, Fox Chapel, 
and Butler. They faced Fox Chapel already and lost with 1 
win and 3 losses, and the Seneca Valley game ended quickly 
with to put the team’s record at 0-4. 
 Overall, the team expects to improve in the late season with 
the help of many new players and more varsity level experi-
ence.
 “I expect the team to catch up with the game at a varsity 
level, give them till the third week,” Nicola said. 

    
by Taylor Miksic

 The girl’s lacrosse team started off rough, but refuses to go down without a fi ght. Although 
they lost their fi rst game against Seton La Salle, the girls bounced back to win their next two 
games.
  The fi rst game of the season was played at Seton La Salle. Unfortunately the fi rst game of the 
season was the team’s fi rst loss, 9-2.         
  After three days to recover from the disheartening loss, the girls stepped it up against Black-
hawk to bring home an outstanding victory, 18-5. The team’s spirits were boosted once again.
 “We beat Blackhawk 18-5 which was a nice victory for us,” junior Elizabeth Casertano said. 
“We had the opportunity to switch around some players, and our low defenders went over for 
attack. It was defi nitely an eye opening experience for the whole team.” 
   With their confi dence high, the girls faced Hampton on April 4, winning 14-7. After this win 
the section record was 1-0, and the overall record was 2-1. The girls went on to beat Butler 13-
10, making them 3-0 in their section. 
   The next few games to be played will hopefully end the same way as the recently played 
games: with a great win. Upcoming games include Hempfi eld, Knoch, and the previously post-
poned games against Erie McDowell and North Allegheny.
   “We would like to defend our title as Section Champs again this year, and our goal is to ulti-
mately win WPIALS for our division,” Casetano said. 

Ladies lacrosse riding win streak

New faces add energy 
to volleyball team 

by J.T. Schwartz

As we roll into spring, the Shaler baseball team is 
looking forward to another successful year of baseball. 
    Although the team has lost some seniors that 
played a signifi cant role on last years team, the 
Titans are reloaded this year. Zach Schramm, 
the catcher. is a 3 year starter. Last year he batted 
over .300. Also a three year starter, second base-
men Ben Mulig batted over an impressive .400 
last year. Shortstop Ryan Mincher, also a return-
ing starter, led the team in home runs last year. 
     The team lost their home opener to a tough Pe-
ters Township team, who is ranked number one in 
AAAA, by the score of 9-5. The Titans had the lead 
before giving up some big hits to the top ranked team. 
    “We defi nitely could have won the game. They 
were a great team, but we were just as good. Go-
ing toe to toe with the number one team in the 
WPIAL showed us that we are going to be con-
tenders for a section or WPIAL title,” Mulig said. 
    Coach Brian Junker looked at the game differently.
    “Peters is a good team. We didn’t play our 
best baseball. We didn’t deserve to win the game. 
I think it was important for our kids to see that if 
we walk batters and make errors that you can-
not win baseball games that way,” he said. 

    Getting past that game, the Titans came back 
and beat Central Catholic 3-2 and put a offensive 
show on against Mt. Lebanon, beating them 11-1. 

    With a record of 2-1, the Titans opened section 
play against rival North Allegheny. Klena start-
ed the game on the mound for the Titans and was 
a big key in the 3-2 victory over the Tigers. He 
struck out six while pitching a complete game.  
    “I think it gave the team some confi dence, but it 
really didn’t matter who we beat. It was just good 
to start of 1-0,” Junker said. Following up their 1-0 
start, the Titans remained undefeated in section 
play, posting a  17-8 victory against Fox Chapel.
    The team is all around pretty solid, but there 
is something that may cause a setback or two. 
    “We basically have a brand new pitching staff. 
In our section, its tough to win without experi-
enced pitching,” Mulig said. “Throughout the sea-
son, I know that they will get more experience, 
and it helps that we have a really solid defense and 
a really good team chemistry to back them up.”
    Last year the team made it to the quarterfi nal 
round of the playoffs, and with many key play-
ers returning, the Titans have set their expecta-
tions high. With the playoff experience coming 
back this year, the team is not setting the bar low. 
    “We set the same goals every year. They are to win 
the section, a WPIAL championship and to have a 
chance to compete for a state championship. I expect 
our kids to challenge these goals,” Junker said.

Home opener loss leads to win streak on the diamond

Catcher Zack Schramm yells to his teammates 
(North Allegheny Website)
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 DELANO, Calif.  — A 
Central California man who 
was at a cockfi ght died after 
being stabbed in the leg by a 
bird that had a knife attached 
to its own limb, offi cials con-
fi rmed Monday.
 An autopsy concluded Ochoa 
died of an accidental “sharp 
force injury” to his right calf.

On March 21, Dwight 
Howard (above) and 
the Orlando Magic 
played in Cleveland. 
Business teacher Mr. 
Ron McAdams and 
his son were at the 
game. After the game,    
Howard tossed 
his jersey into the 
stands and McAdams 
caught it. “My son 
was so excited. It was            
awesome...even 
though the jeresey 
was soaked in sweat,” 
he said. 

A sweat-soaked souvenir

Who is your       
favorite 
person in 
history?

What is 
your favor-
ite holiday 
meal?

Why does 
the Easter 
bunny carry 
eggs?

If you got a 
tattoo 
what 
would it 
be?

Senior 

    Brian Stein

Sophomore 

  Lexie Schwartz

Senior 

 Shannon Powell

Senior

    Conor Burke

Biggie Smalls

Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt

Peter Cotton 
Tail

Amie Dobracki 

Buffalo chicken 
fingers and fries

Thanksgiving 
dinner

Thanksgiving 
hands down

Taco Bell on 
Cinco Di Mayo

Because chick-
ens don’t have 

hands

Tribal like Dil-
lion Bubiths

Something 
meaningful

Just for show

Why wouldn’t 
he?

A DoveSo he can make 
an omlet

WEID
News

 by Anna Porter

 Jim Shearer was once a student at Shaler 
Area High School. He walked the same 
hallways that countless numbers of stu-
dents do every day. He attended the same 
classes, in the same classrooms as many of 
us do each week. So what’s the difference 
between the average Shaler Area High 
School student and Jim Shearer? Just tune 
into VH1 and see for yourself. Since grad-
uating from the school, Shearer has found 
his way into the music industry through 
hosting and video jockeying. 
 Shearer grew up in the area, attending 
St. Bonaventure Catholic Grade School 
before moving to the high school.  Unfor-
tunately, throughout elementary and the majority of 
high school, Shearer had diffi culty fi nding a group of 
friends who he could rely on. 
 “I didn’t fi t in well at St. Bonnies, and I fi t in even 
worse at Shaler,” he said. “Because I didn’t fi ght 
back, I usually got picked on a lot, and oddly enough, 
some of the kids that got picked on would end up 
picking on me. Not until my senior year did I feel 
comfortable roaming the halls. I found a good group 
of friends and throughout the year, we tried to break 
down the class system present in high school cul-
ture.” 
 With this new found self-confi dence and group 
of friends, Shearer fi nally began enjoying his high 
school days. He did this by introducing one of the 
most vital sports ever to Shaler- hall-diving. 
 “Instead of just hanging out before fi rst period be-
gan, we decided to throw parties at our locker. Each 
one got bigger and better, which included a sport we 
invented called hall-diving- where a person sprints, 

jumps at the starting line, and dives as far as they can 
on their stomach,” he said. 
 However, the fun and games didn’t last for long. 
 “Eventually, I got an in-school suspension, but be-
cause our principal knew we weren’t trying to start 
any trouble, he said if we held off on Locker Par-
ties for the rest of the year, we could do anything we 
wanted on the last day of school. We kept our word, 
he kept his, and on the fi nal day of school we had the 
best Locker Party ever! The only bad thing is that I 
lost in the Hall Diving Championship to fellow se-
nior Brian “Air Crescini.” 
 A remarkable feat, some may not believe that at 
one point in time, Shaler was actually a school that 
allowed fun to occur. All one has to do is search 
“Locker Party IV” on YouTube and the clip, which 
took place in the Main Lobby, right outside the Audi-
torium is enough proof. 
 After graduating in 1993, Shearer attended Waynes-
burg College, where he received his undergraduate 

degree in English, then moved on to gain 
his master’s degree in TV Radio and Film 
at Syracuse University. 
 “After watching the Beastie Boys’ 
“So What’ca Want?” music video on MTV, 
I knew I wanted to work in the music in-
dustry,” Shearer said. “I wanted to be a VJ, 
just because I thought that’d be the easiest 
way to actually meet the Beastie Boys.”
 The chances of actually being suc-
cessful as a video jockey are slim. Shearer 
thought all the time that his dreams of be-
ing on TV were unrealistic.
 His break came in 2001, when he 
was hired as a VJ for MTV2. Shearer spent 
a little over six years working for MTV, 

before accepting his current job as host for 
VH1’s Top 20 Video Countdown. 
 Shearer has interviewed many celebrities, includ-
ing his favorite artist The Beastie Boys. He would 
also one day like to interview Paul McCartney or 
Madonna.
 Along with his passion for music, Shearer also 
has a great love for Pittsburgh sports. When he’s not 
hosting, Shearer creates YouTube videos devoted to 
the Steel City’s sports teams. 
 “In 2008 I was in between jobs and actually got 
turned down as a host for a web-show the NHL was 
creating.  I decided to start my own--Yinz Luv ‘Da 
Guins!,” he said. “I got such an enthusiastic response 
during the 2008 Penguins’ playoff run, I decided to 
do a show for the Steelers as well--Yinz Luv ‘Da 
Stillers!  I’ve been doing both ever since. Winning 
also helps.  You’d be surprised by how many people 
don’t watch my web-shows when the Pens or Steel-
ers lose.  The ratings for a Buccos web-show could be 
pretty bad, unless they start winning consistently.”

My brother’s 
name in a heart

Jim Shearer shows off his Pittsburgh pride

Graduate enjoys life in the VH1 spotlight

 FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — A 
convicted killer who escaped 
from an Arizona prison said 

after his capture that 
he had planned to 
overdose on heroin 
at Yellowstone Na-
tional Park and let 
bears eat him to end 
the fear and panic he 

was experiencing while on the 
run.
 Tracy Province told Mohave 

County sheriff’s Detective 
Larry Matthews that he had 
wanted to go up on a moun-
tain, shoot up a gram of heroin 
and “be bear food.” As he was 
preparing the drug, a voice told 

him not to go through with the 
plan, and he changed course in 
favor of trying to hitchhike to 
Indiana to see family.


